Release Notes for ps:eScript 

v1.85

The release comprises:

· escript_1.85.zip 
ps:eScript production environment 

· escript-src_1.85.zip
ps:eScript source code
escript_1.85.zip contains:

· Database structure and definition files

· Configuration files for the Core and WebTools modules

· Procedure libraries (.pl’s)

· Standard templates and include files for development

· Scripts (command files) for administering a ps:eScript application

To install:

1. Shut down existing ps:eScript application and WebSpeed broker

2. Backup existing ps:eScript application.
3. Unzip the escript_1.85.zip and escript-src_1.85.zip (if appropriate) into the ‘root’ directory of your ps:eScript application. If you have customised the agent.pf, dev.pf, dbconn.pf, pse.ini, setenv.cmd you will need to save these first or restore from your backup. 

4. Start a single user session for DB Administration purposes only.

5. Build a new database using the pse.st and pse.df from the release.

6. Dump an incremental .df for the changes between release 1.85 and your current pse database.

7. Apply the incremental to your pse database.

8. Restart the ps:eScript application.

9. Start AppBuilder and ps:eScript Explorer and re-import the ps:eScript Core module and ps:eScript WebTools module configuration files (both in the config directory).

10. Restart the ps:eScript WebSpeed broker.

The rest of this document details enhancements and some of the fixes provided in release v1.85. Fixes for the more obscure issues are not listed.

1 New Features

1.1 Message String Merged into Exception Service

Message String handling was previous provided by a common include file, incorporating a number of functions into every Object and Service. By moving these functions into the Exception service, the functions are no longer required in the Object, and r-code size is been reduced.

NOTE: Existing Objects must be recompiled to take advantage of this modification.
1.2 Security Service – Security questions and answers

Security questions and each user’s answers can be stored in the ps:eScript database. These questions and answers are intended to be used to confirm a user’s identity when a password has been forgotten.  They can be entered via the ps:eScript Explorer although the user’s answers should be maintained by the application.  The questions can be held as text or reference a psText records for translation etc.  Each question can be flagged as optional or not.  The Security Service has been extended with three new functions to maintain this security data.  These are:
1.2.1 fetchSecurityQuestions()

Retrieves the security questions via a temp-table.

1.2.2 fetchSecurityAnswers()

Retrieves security questions with matching answers for a user via a temp-table.

1.2.3 setUserAnswer()

Saves a user’s answer to a question
A working example of how to use the Security questions is provided in webpse/pwdrem.p
1.3 WebTools: User Maintenance
Modified to use the Search service providing a filtered/paged list of users.

1.4 Session Viewer Enhancements

Session data is formatted as name=value pairs plus extended session data can be viewed (search, store and lock). Sessions can also be deleted.
1.5 Record Locking

Session service has been extended to provide an application level lock table. The new functions are:
1.5.1 lockRecord(TableName, RECID)

Creates a lock record, returns TRUE if successful.

1.5.2 isRecordLocked(TableName, RECID)

Returns TRUE if a lock record exists.

1.5.3 releaseRecord(TableName, RECID)

Remove a lock record.

1.5.4 whoLocked(TableName, RECID)

Returns the user id of the lock creator.

1.6 New Session Functions

1.6.1 isNewSession()

Returns TRUE if the session has just been created, ie as part of the current request.
1.6.2 saveFields(FieldList)

Saves URL/form fields to session data (ie fields available using the get-field()function). FieldList can be a comma-delimited list of field names, or ? for all.
1.6.3 getSessionList(UserId)

Returns a comma-delimited list of session ids associated with the specified user.
1.6.4 deleteSession(SessionId)

Deleted the specified session, the session id must be different from the current session id.

1.7 Explorer: Links

Links are grouped according to their Source Page.

1.8 Menu Cache

Building menus containing 100s of items with every request significantly increases response times. To avoid this it is possible to build the menu once on login and cache the generated HTML for inclusion in subsequent requests. A working example is provided in the ps:eScript WebTools. New functions are:

1.8.1 buildSessionMenu()

Generate the menu HTML and store in against the session.
1.8.2 showSessionMenu()

Output the session menu on the current page.
1.9 New Menu Functions

1.9.1 initialiseUserMenu()

Prepare the menu assigned to a user’s group.
1.10 Misc. New Functions

1.10.1 appendString(Character)

Replaces addLine() – appends a string to the page buffer.

1.10.2 appendBytes(Raw)

Appends the contents of a RAW to the page buffer.

1.10.3 appendMemptr(Memptr)

Appends the content of a Memptr to the page buffer.

1.11 New Query Event Type

A new event type called query has been added, when logging is enabled for this event, details of the query string passed to executeQuery() will be written to the event log along with the indexes selected.

1.12 HTTPS Support

HTTP request now supports HTTPS – OE10 ONLY.

1.13 Allow Buffer References in executeQuery()

The query string can define and specify buffers for tables, for example

FOR EACH bCust AS Customer NO-LOCK, EACH Order OF bCust NO-LOCK.

1.14 User Group Assignment

Users can now be members of multiple groups, as there this causes a potential conflict with regard to default menu, object, session and password timeouts it is possible to assign a ‘Primary Group’ to a user. NOTE: if upgrading from a previous version of ps:eScript, the existing group assignment will become the primary group.

1.15 Session Id

If the use types their own session id into the URL, for example session=test, a replacement session id is generated. A new session id will also be generated if attempting to continue with a deleted session.

1.16 Defer Session Delete

Sometimes, session data is required after logout until the end of the request – for example the page generated by the logout process will need language, device and selector values to generate an appropriate page. The default behaviour is to immediately delete the session when endSession() is called, this means the text selection process will revert to default selectors rather than the session specific ones. A new system parameter has been added called DeferSessionDelete, by setting this to TRUE,. The deletion of the session data is deferred until the end of the request, allowing session selectors to be used during page generation.
2 Fixes

2.1 Error Displaying Object/Service Properties

If an Object or Service referenced a deleted service in its Service List, a Progress error was displayed when opening the properties.
2.2 SMTP Mail

Content type was not set correctly when sending emails with attachments.

2.3 Link Mapping

If links are made Global and the HTML re-imported, new 'local' links are created which override the Global ones. To avoid this, the local link now will only override a Global one if it has an object assigned.
2.4 Service Start Messages

Messages showing service starts are now only shown if CLIENT-TYPE is WebSpeed or AppServer, allowing the standard service include files to be used in GUI/ChUI clients.

2.5 UDM Menu Removed

Due to licence restrictions, the UDM Menu should not be used without consulting www.udm.com and purchasing a suitable license.

2.6 OE10 Editor

Syntax highlight XML files.

2.7 Include Tag Sensitive to :

The include tag was intolerant of the use of : in text names.

2.8 executeQuery() Throws Exception

If there is a problem with the query string passed to executeQuery() an exception will be thrown.

2.9 Template Changes

XFTRs are removed from Object and Services when re-opened after first save.

2.10 Errors Starting Explorer/Editor for First Time
When starting the ps:eScript Explorer and Editor for the first time on a new installation, a number of non-fatal Progress errors were displayed.

2.11 Compilation Error on UNIX
A compilation error occurred in web/escript.p when compiled on UNIX.

2.12 Application Compiler
The Search Sub-directories option didn’t work properly.

2.13 Session Store

Bug fixed in storeSessionTable()
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